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Editorial

Veto the Maps: Deal’ on constitutional amendment is no bargain 

March 14, 2012, 2:00 AM 

Today, the New York State Legislature is poised to vote on legislative redistricting maps that, in a cynical and nakedly political way, protect incumbents and thumb a nose at voters.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo vowed to veto the maps when they came out two months ago. Now, with the lines slightly tweaked, Cuomo appears to be softening his stance. He may be willing to let the gerrymandered maps stand in exchange for the promise of a constitutional amendment that would change the process the next time around — 10 years from now. The governor is getting cover from some good government groups, like the League of Women Voters and the Citizens Union Foundation, who say half a loaf is better than none.

Don’t do it, Governor. Keep your promise. Veto the maps.

A veto would throw the redrawing of legislative district lines into the courts. Judges certainly could do no worse than the Legislative Task Force on Demographic Research and Reapportionment, or LATFOR, and they might do better. Cuomo, speaking Tuesday on WCNY’s “The Capitol Pressroom” radio show, said the courts were not likely to change the maps substantially, raising the risk that a veto without a deal on a constitutional amendment would leave New Yorkers with nothing.

They could be left with nothing anyway, if legislators make a deal and then walk away from it — as they walked away from a promise to stand up for independent redistricting.

Sen. Dave Valesky, the independent Democrat from Oneida, hailed the proposed constitutional amendment as “real reform.” It’s not even close. The amendment would create a 10-member redistricting commission that would be neither independent nor nonpartisan. Like LATFOR, the commission would be a creature of the Legislature. The commission would have two cracks at drawing maps that would meet approval of the Legislature and the governor. If they fail, the Legislature could draw up its own plan ... and we’d be right where we are now, with partisan maps and another dysfunctional protocol enshrined in the state Constitution.

Because nobody trusts two separately elected Legislatures to adopt a constitutional amendment on redistricting — even one of its own devising — the governor and good government groups are insisting that it be paired with a statute that would force legislators’ hand. It’s not clear how that would guarantee anything, since future Legislatures could simply vote to undo the whole thing.

We know some legislators aren’t above saying one thing and doing another — like the ones who signed NY Uprising’s pledge to support independent redistricting while they were running for re-election in 2010, and now appear ready to throw independent redistricting overboard.

“It’s the most devious Legislature in America,” former New York City Mayor Ed Koch told The New York Times. “We tried our best, and the ghouls won.”

They haven’t won yet. Do the right thing, Governor. Veto the maps. You promised. 
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